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The Fiery Trials

Peter said, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you,
as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy. . wherefore, let them that suffer according to the will of God
commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator (1
Pet. 4:12, 13, 19).

The fiery trials today are the efforts of the world, the flesh, and the devil to turn our
hearts away from God. Every man will either come through the fire and be like
precious gold (with a divine nature), or else he will be a vessel of wood, hay, and
stubble, which is burned up. When the pressures and trials come, if we strike back at
others, we break God's law and give the fiery serpents ground to build strongholds and
destroy us.

If anyone has a foundation built upon carnal doctrines, they have a false security. The
fire will destroy all of those who walk after a form of godliness because they walk in
disobedience. Anyone who stands on their carnal doctrines as a foundation is not
standing on the Word of God. Their foundation is sand. They themselves are wood, hay
and stubble, and in the fiery tests the fire will consume them because they have no
hedge of protection from God. No other foundation except the Lord Jesus Christ can
survive this fire: "But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that WITHOUT A
FOUNDATION built a house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat
vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great" (Luke 6:49).

Everyone who follows after a doctrine that does not conform them to godliness is
destroyed. When you have a false security, you do not act on the Word of God.

Paul wrote, "Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stone,
wood, hay, stubble; every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire (powers of darkness) shall try every
man's work of what sort it is. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,



which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 3:12, 13, 11).

That is why we need the true apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers: "For
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: till we all come 1n the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ (until
Christ's love is perfected in us). That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine" (Eph. 4:12-14).

God has been testing the hearts of men since the day He put Adam in the garden. He
offered Adam the tree of life or the tree of death. God still tests the hearts of all
creation. Only the ones who love the Lord with all their hearts and put their faith and
trust in Him will survive the fiery tests of this world. All others will break God's laws
and be under the punishment and judgment of the law, because their hearts love idols
more than God. "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: but chiefly them that walk
after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise government" (2 Pet. 2:9, 10).

We either resist the flesh and the temptations of Satan, or else we walk after the desires
of the flesh in unrighteousness, in which case we stay under the judgment and
punishment of God's law.

Jesus said, "I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be
watchful (WAKE UP!), and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die:
for I have not found thy works PERFECT (because you are not being perfected in love)
before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard (remember the
Gospel!), and hold fast, and REPENT. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on
thee as a thief (in judgment), and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
He that overcometh (the world, the flesh and temptations of Satan) shall be clothed in
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life" (Rev. 3:1-3, 5).

Jesus is coming first like a thief in destruction. Jesus did not come the way the religious
leaders expected him the first time. Neither will Jesus come the way the religious
leaders expect Him this time. "Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. Who
1s blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord's servant? The Lord is well pleased
for His righteousness' sake; He will magnify the law, and make it honorable. But this is
a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in
prison houses (of the powers of darkness): they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for
a spoil, and none saith, Restore. Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers?
Did not the Lord, He against whom we have sinned? FOR THEY WOULD NOT
WALK IN HIS WAYS, NEITHER WERE THEY OBEDIENT TO HIS LAW. Therefore
He hath poured upon him the fury of His anger and the strength of battle: and it hath set



him on fire around about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart"
(Isa. 42:18, 19, 21-25).

The sleeping church is being destroyed today and they don't even know it. They will
scoff at warnings such as this. The fires of destruction are already being poured out
among us. The Scriptures are not enough to lead most of these people out of darkness.
That is the reason that only a remnant can hear. The others will not wake up-for them it
1s business as usual.

God warns us in His Word: "Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot: they did eat,
they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; but the same day that
Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them
all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. Whoever shall
seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. I tell
you, in that night (of great spiritual darkness) there shall be two men in one bed; the
one shall be taken (by fire), and the other shall be left. Two men shall be in the field;
the one shall be taken (by the fire), and the other left. And they answered and said unto
Him, Where, Lord? And He said unto them, Wheresoever the (dead) body is, thither
will the eagles (vultures) be gathered together (the birds of heaven which are the
powers of darkness)" (Luke 17:28- 30, 33, 34, 36, 37).

This is how Jesus comes as a thief upon the spiritually dead congregation that will not
wake up and repent in these last days. The hedge is lowered, and He no longer restrains
the hordes of the powers of darkness which have been unleashed against the spiritually
dead, fallen away church. If you read these Scriptures through the eyes of a carnal
doctrine, you will be led to believe that the men who are taken from the bed or out of
the field are raptured, rather than destroyed by the fire. This is how the deception and
darkness have come upon us today. This is why people are being burned and they pay
no attention. This is the fallen away church today which practices sin (lawlessness).

The remnant will love the Lord Jesus Christ with all their hearts. They will be perfected
in love and holiness. No one will be able to counterfeit the love that is perfected in the
remnant. You will know them by their fruits. The stumbling blocks will also be evident
and they will be destroyed. "Another parable put He forth unto them, saying, The
kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field. But
while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also
(tares are evident because they bear the fruit of the flesh)" (Matt. 13:24-26).

"Now the works of the flesh are manifest" (Gal 5:19). When we practice the deeds of
the flesh, we bear the wrong fruit and break God's law. This is how men who teach
doctrines that do not conform you to godliness lead you to walk under the judgment



and curse of the law. This is how the church is being destroyed in the fire today. They
have no fear of God as they teach a form of godliness and become stumbling blocks to
others. The blind follow the blind and never bear the fruit of love. In fact, they cannot
because they are tares. "As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so
shall it be in the end of this world. The son of man shall send forth His angels, and they
shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and them which do niquity (by
practicing sin)" (Matt. 13:40, 41).

"So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked
from among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing
and gnashing of teeth (hate, anger, bitterness, sickness, pain, etc.) THEN SHALL THE
RIGHTEOUS SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR
FATHER. He who has ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. 13:49, 50, 43).

There are hundreds of different denominations and teachings in this country today and
each one has its own form of righteousness. But there is only one true righteousness
and that is walking right in God's eyes. When we establish our own righteousness, we
do not submit to the righteousness of God. Israel departed from the law and
righteousness of God to establish their own righteousness.

Paul said of them, "my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be
saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to
knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God" (Rom. 10:1-3).

When the wicked thinks he is righteous in his own eyes, there is no fear of God. He is
blinded to the judgment of God because he has a false security. This is how millions are
blinded to the judgment of the law today.

"Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is My law:
fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth
(the powers of darkness) shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them
like wool: but My righteousness shall be for ever" (Isa. 5 1:7, 8). The righteousness of
God stands forever because only the righteous will survive. God has set up laws to
destroy those who are wise in their own eyes, and will not submit to the righteousness
of God.

Jesus said, "I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth (remains, continues) in
Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit (of love): ... If a man abide not in
Me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast them
into the fire, and they are burned" (John 15:5,6). "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye



bear much fruit (of love); so shall ye be My disciples (God's kind of agape love is the
proof of discipleship)" (John 15:8).

Jesus sets us free from being slaves of sin (lawlessness) to become slaves of
righteousness (a pure heart): "For as ye have yielded your members servants to
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to
righteousness unto holiness (a pure heart)" (Rom. 6:19).

Paul said, "What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? For the
end of those things is death. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life" (Rom. 6:2 1, 22).

Through obedience we have a pure heart and we are perfected in love to the fullness of
the measure of the stature which belongs to Christ. When the Word of God and the
Holy Spirit have removed the selfish nature of Satan, we no longer live for ourselves.
Therefore we have the nature of God and love others as Jesus loved us. We have laid
down our lives so we can walk in God's kind of love. "Charity (God's kind of love)
suffereth long, and is kind; (God's kind of love) envieth not; (God's kind of love)
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
own (way), 1s not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things. Charity (God's kind of agape love) never faileth. Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or
a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity (this God-kind of Love), I am nothing. And though I
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing" (1 Cor. 13:4, 5, 7, 8, 1-3).

The God-kind of love is the only love which can love your neighbor as yourself: "For
all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself
(Gal. 5:14). The ones who come through the fire will have this GOD-KIND OF LOVE,
WHICH IS THE DIVINE NATURE OF GOD
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